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RARE WORLD WAR 1| COLLECTOR'S ITEM
AS WORN BY THE FAMOUS “"DESERT FOX"
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THE HISTORIC BACKGROUMND

In January, 18942 Prima Minisier Wenston Churchill slaod i
the House of Commons and paid a sinmgular InBule o ona af
Britains most determingd {oes; “We have 8 wery daring and
skillful opporent against us. and, may | say #2ross the hawoes of
wir, & graal genera

That genaral was Erwin Rammeal’ As commander of the Afrka
Borps he was respachad by bolh friend and foe alike. His gx-
ploits in Morth Alrika egrmed bhim the Rickname “Dasart Fox
and made him a legend among his enamies. Beg) known and
highly decorated for his brilliant blitzkrieg tactics during the
hard-Fought daser campaigng o Warld War |, ha had also
earnad Germany's highest award, 1he “Pour e Mgrita” (The
Blug Max| medal durning World War | Mot photographs &how
him weanng these decorafions bt fhee most -'-'n-u':g aily
recognized symbol associated with Rommeal during W1l was
godggles and the manner in which hE WONe Iﬁe-n* o his visdr
hat, Hossrwar, his goggles were not producad in Ganmany

AOMMEL'S GOGGLES |

St an tha original Wil issue packaging. dated and marked
thzs are tThe Samea gogglas as worn by ¢ ;erna'l Fuzld Blarsha
Erwin Rommal, Thase "Rommal Gogglas” are quarantesd 100%
DORIGINAL, pre=-1945 manufactere. The manuiacturers gtamp
andd date is usually found imprinied on the inssgs of the head-
strap or on tha plastic band astachad to the top of the gogglas

Contrary 1o popular belief, these gogghes. worn and made
farmaus by Aommel, wara NOT, and naver were, of Garman
arigen. They were of British/Camadian manulaciure and were
producsd by saweral diffarant firms. Thay ware uded a5 sun
and sand goggles, but were ariginally manufactured a8 an in-
aygangve anti-gas goggle

Harmarnel ablained his pair from captured Brdish materiel as
referencad by the lollowing sourca

‘O April B, after 1he caplore o Mechili. Rommel spolied a
pair of large Britigh sun and sand goggles. He ook a fanoy 1o
ham. He grinmnesd and daid, 'Boaly . parmissible sven for a
Clamaral . .. | will take them.” Thass goggles lorevear alter weare
1o b the distinguishing mark of “Tha Deserl Fox
~With Rommel Ie The Desar, " g, 34)

anadditional referense = mada by the noted historian Charles
Dauglas-Homa (n his bk, "FAommsal” on Gg. B0

“Cdn the nigiht of & April, Ganarats Naama and O'Connor gol lost
together in thair stafl car and wara capivned by 8 German recce
group as thay drova north Fram Machili (o Darma, hoping 1o make
contact wilh thie Britieh unila which wsame trapped in Darna
Whan Hommal drove info Machili the nexl day, he found
'Connor's armoured command vahicla, tha Mammoth, lying
abandsnad bal otharwise intact, aven lo the provision of a pair
ol sun- and sand-gagoles. Ha climbad imao tha vahicle and pul
on the goggles saying: '‘Booty —permissible, | take it, even lar
i general.” The goggles and the Mammolh were 10 become an
Inseparable part of Rommal's image during the next lwo years

These wnigue, probective “wrap-around goggles” becamse
guite pogular with Hommeal's troogs. As libsrated “spoils of war
thasa goggles were uged by many Afrika Korps parsonnel in
place of he standard, less comioriable moldad rubber |-.:-_--',
Wl photographs show these axdct gogghes being womm by
various German soldiers. Unfarfunately, manmy collachor his-
torigng warg mislead by asauming these goggles weng af Ger-

i arigan, But alter duligem research it has been provan thsi
such an assumption isfalse, THESE GOGEGLES ARE, WITHOLUT
HILBT, THE SAME A5 THOSE WORN BY ROMBMEL!
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